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PLOWING ADVICE FOR CZECHOSLOVAK FARMERS

certain agronomic steps
¢ks were neglected. In par-

preperly executed. Heretofore, the disking operation
tures have not been done on g large scale, Since cooperative members and other
small and middle farmers often ask about the proper method of harrowing and gow-
ing stubble mixtures, some of the ansvers to these baric questions are hereby
provided.

and soving of stubble mix-

Only by means of a shallow, 4-5 centimeter harroving operation can the
capillery action of the soil counteracted and the evaporation of ground water
‘prevented. Simultaneously, shallow harrowing contributed to the germination
of all weed seeds which Kad ripened prior to grain harvesting. The fall plow-
ing then destroys the germinated weeds. Shallow o- medium-depth plowing can
never achieve these results; on the contrary, such Ploving covers up the weed
seeds, permitting them to germinate later among the newly-seeded crops. Further- )
more,. such shallow or medium-depti plowing causes a very large layer of arable
land to dry out, and then no further beneficial effects » L.e., the retention of
moisture from the postharvest rainfell can be achieved.

Timeiiness ig of equal importance in disking. That is why the govermuent
decree on harvesting stresses the importance of disking immediately following the
cutticg of grain, The 3 gnificance of 4his will be Under s boud alima ihe wuisiwe

content of the s0il iz reevaluated both before and after the harvest,

In addition to preserving moisture and destroying weeds and other naxious
field offenders, disking also Drepares the field for basic cultivation, for the
. Geep fall plowing with a plov which has been equipped with & jointer, ‘Disking
not only makes Plowing eauier, while inereasing the desirable effects of deep
Plovwing with a Jointer, but it is an absolute necessity in dry years for the
actual plowing operstion. There were some bitter experiences last year, cspe-
clolly with difficult and mixed soils; that i3, plows were damaged while working
on plots that had not been disked Droperly end plowing was shallow and the soil
lumpy. Later, after the soil for seeding had been worked with great difficulty,
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it dried out still more. As & number of cooperative workers and tractor drivers
have already discovered, a plot of ground which is properly tilled after. the
harvest makes a firm foundation for achieving and even exceeding the planned
per-hectare grain production for the next year.

The government decree relative to a successful harvest and purchasing pro-
gram depends on the National Committees, JZD (Unified Agricultural Cooperativas),
STS (machine-tractor stations), state farms, and even ‘he smail and middle farmers
for its execution. They should expend basic fodder stocks as fully as possible,
by sowing stubble mixture. Although an adequate quantity of stubble mixture
seed is available this year, farmers are often reluctant to sow the mixture
because they fear a drought. They cannot afford to wait too long for rain, and
most farme cannot operate without stubble mixture, for otherwise it would be

necessary to feed up the second-crop hay, or else feed bay even now, in the
sunmer .

It 18 possible to sow stubble mixture eafely if it is done as follows:
Select the low-lying fields, preferably following & barley crop {grown alone),
which leaves the soil in & relatively meliow condition. However, it is of the !
utmost importance to plow the land to & depth of 14-16 centimeters during the X
harvest immediately after the cutting. Because the summer this year was so dry, :
this 1s especially importent if the grain is to grow properly and provide good
fodder. If plowing {s dome with a tractor, a harrow should be attached to the
Plov end, prior to sowing, the land should be leveled with a roller. It is also
necessary to hasten the geeding and then, after the dri)l has painsed over the :
ground, to herraw in the grain. Proper seeding of stubble mixture will help i
maintedin moisture in the =oil for geymination purposes, erd It 111 help in :
securing & sufficient quantity of feed.
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